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EDITORIAL

The Church needs theology and theology needs the Church. That, in 
a chiasm, is the vision of the Center for Pastor Theologians, and of this, 
the Center’s journal. To make the same point, focusing on the pastoral 
office: for the full health of both pastoral ministry and the theological 
enterprise, the relationship between the two should be one of mutual in-
terdependence and service. 

The Church needs theology. Historically, the Protestant Churches 
have conceived of the pastoral office as, at its heart, a ministry of Word, 
prayer, and sacraments, and therefore as a properly theological office. The 
church grows and is built up in love through the ascended Christ’s gifts 
of apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers: ministers of the 
Word of God (Eph. 4:11-16). Christ the Cornerstone rules his people 
by his Word (Eph. 2:20). For the church to be effective in the world, it 
is therefore necessary above all other things that she have ministers who 
study, do, and teach the Word (Ezra 7:10). This is the consistent pattern 
of the Scriptures. First Moses, then Joshua. First Ezra, then Nehemiah. 
First Levitical priests who serve in the sanctuary and teach God’s Law, 
then Davidic kings who rule with a wisdom shaped by the Law. First 
the ministry of Word and sacrament, then faithful service in the world. 
Untheological pragmatism will not work; the church needs theology. We 
therefore need deep, and faithful theological reflection to help us under-
stand and love God’s Word, and live faithfully in God’s world.

Theology needs the Church. We give thanks to God for the work of 
biblical scholars, theologians, historians, and many others serving in the 
academy and the seminaries. Without their ministry, the church would 
be poorer. Without their teaching and guidance, none of the CPT’s fel-
lows would have the intellectual equipment to think and write and pastor. 
But, although there is a right division of labor between theologians serv-
ing primarily in the academy and those serving primarily in the church, 
pastors have a central responsibility to teach the church, and therefore to 
think theologically. 

Most pastors will, rightly, do this almost exclusively through their 
preaching and teaching in a local congregation. A few, though, will also 



undertake a wider theological ministry, writing books and blogs and re-
sources to help a wide range of Christians think and live faithfully. But, 
beyond this more popular level of theological writing, it is our belief that 
a few pastors should also seek to write theology in a somewhat higher 
register, theology that seeks particularly to shape and inform the ministry 
of other pastors and those training for pastoral ministry. This “ecclesial” 
theology is what this journal aims to offer.

The Bulletin of Ecclesial Theology (BET) is a little different from most 
other theological journals. Rather than seeking submissions more broadly, 
it grows out of the CPT’s two annual Fellowship Symposia. As part of 
these gatherings, CPT pastors present papers responding to a particular 
book or topic. In past years, these have included the theme of resurrec-
tion and pastoral ministry, Kevin Vanhoozer’s The Drama of Doctrine, and 
James Hunter’s To Change the World. We also have the privilege of hosting 
a distinguished guest scholar who responds to papers, guides our discus-
sions, and offers his own reflections on the topic at hand. BET will pub-
lish some of these papers to make this research more widely available. In 
this way, we hope that CPT will not simply talk about ecclesial theology, 
but, in the pages of this journal, will model it. 

Each issue of the journal will therefore be organized around a par-
ticular theme. The book reviews will reflect this. Unlike most journals, our 
reviews section will not be limited to recent publications, but will include 
older works that shed light on the topic. However, it is not a bibliogra-
phy with an overgrown garden of annotations. Nor does it pretend to be 
exhaustive. Rather, we review a representative sampling of works that we 
consider helpful—a smorgasboard of theology, biblical studies, historical 
theology, popular works, texts that have influenced wider cultural nar-
ratives, and also some fiction relevant to the theme. In including a wide 
range of genres and types of books, we hope to cover a variety of resources 
that will be helpful to preachers, and we intend to resist the fragmenta-
tion of the modern university and promote a more holistic approach to 
learning wisdom.

This year, led by Dr Peter Leithart of Trinity House Institute, the fel-
lows responded to John Paul II’s teaching on the meaning of the human 
body, sex, gender, marriage, and singleness in Man and Woman He Created 
Them: A Theology of the Body. In a sexually giddy world that is spinning 
faster and faster out of control, these themes could not be more relevant to 
pastoral ministry, Christian discipleship, and the mission of our congre-
gations. John Paul’s rich biblical and philosophical explorations provided 
stimulating conversation, some of the fruits of which are here presented. 
We hope that they will calm our giddiness and re-orient our thinking 
so that we can help dizzy people get off the floor to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives. 

In what follows, Gerald Hiestand considers the pressing pastoral is-
sue of sexual boundaries in dating; Owen Strachan expounds a theology 
of womanhood that pays close attention to the meaning of the female 
body; David Morlan offers some theologically informed exegetical notes 
on Ephesians 5:22-33; Matthew Mason examines what Theology of the 
Body might have to say on issues of same-sex sexuality and contemporary 
gender confusions; and Christopher Bechtel explores the metaphor of 



church as body to consider how John Paul’s spousal anthropology might 
inform our ecclesiology.

We hope that, taken as a whole, this inaugural issue of BET will 
stimulate further research and reflection, will help pastors understand and 
teach with clarity and confidence on these and related topics, and will 
play a small part in encouraging the development of a new generation of 
pastor-theologians. 

Matthew Mason 
Article Editor
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NAKED CHURCH: A TRINITARIAN  
ECCLESIOLOGYOF THE BODY 

CHRISTOPHER BECHTEL*  

*Christopher Bectel is the Pastor of Evergreen Church, in Salem, Oregon.  
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body, trans. 

Michael Waldstein (Boston, MA: Pauline Books and Media, 2006), hereafter cited  
as TOB. 

TOB, 11:1-13:1. 
E.g., Edmund Clowney, The Church (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 1995).  
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I. BODIES IN PARALLEL 

 TOB, 55:6. 
 For a summary of the unifying themes in 1 Corinthians, A. Thiselton, The First 

Epistle to the Corinthians (NIGTC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), 36-41. 
 For a compact summary of the implications, O. Tjørhom, Visible Church, Visible 

Unity: Ecumenical Ecclesiology and "The Great Tradition of the Church” (Collegeville, 
MN: Liturgical, 2004), 44-45. 

 This theme recurs throughout TOB, e.g., “The human body…contains…the power 
to express love: precisely that love in which the human person becomes a gift and—
through this gift—fulfils the very meaning of his being and existence,” 15:1. 

 TOB, 14:4. 
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TOB, 90:5. 
B. Stone, A Reader in Ecclesiology (Surrey, England: Ashgate, 2012), 143. 
TOB, 91:8. 
TOB, 14:2. 
Buber’s observations about the necessity of the functional pair in all relationship 

holds true even with Christ and the church. See I and Thou (W. Kaufman, trans.; New 
York: Scribner, 1970).  

D. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), 125. 
See Section 3 below. Also S. Grenz, Theology for the Community of God (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), 482-485. 
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II. TRINITARIAN BACKBONE 

TOB, 14:5. 
An accessible argument to this effect is T. Peters, God as Trinity (Louisville: 

WJK, 1993), 13-16. 
T.F. Torrance, The Christian Doctrine of God (London: T&T Clark, 1996),  

165-66. 
TOB, 19:4. 
TOB, 95b:4. 
J. Zizioulas, Being as Communion: Studies in Personhood and the Church 

(Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1985). 



BECHTEL: NAKED CHURCH 5 

III. BEING THE BODY  

N. Loudovikos, “Christian Life and Institutional Church” in The Theology of John 
Zizioulas: Personhood and Church, 125-132. 

To be fair, he provides a skeletal understanding of the Trinity, noting Father-Son 
relations in the church’s creation, but he omits discussion of the Spirit, TOB, 95a:5-7.  
At best, then, this is a hopeful trinitarianism but hardly satisfactory.  

Miroslav Volf, After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 33. Further research on a Trinitarian theology of the ecclesial 
body would engage John Paul II’s successor, Cardinal Ratzinger, the future Benedict 
XVI. Volf is indebted to Ratzinger’s ecclesiology. 

TOB, 19:5 
TOB, 104:4. 
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James B. Jordan, The Liturgy Trap: The Bible versus Mere Tradition in Worship  
(3rd ed.; Monroe, LA: Athanasius Press, 2008), 62. 

 R. Greco, “Recent Ecclesiastical Teaching,” in John Paul the Second and Moral 
Theology, (C.E. Curran and R.A. McCormick, eds.; Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1998), 
145. Cf. TOB, 105:3. 

 For recent scholarship in this vein, M.B. Hundley, Keeping Heaven on Earth: 
Safeguarding the Divine Presence in the Priestly Tabernacle (FAT II,50; Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 2011). 

 T. Dozeman provides a table comparing the sections, Exodus: A Commentary 
(ECC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009), 430. 

 As C.J.H. Wright concisely explains, The Mission of God (Downers Grove: IVP, 
2006), 330-331. Also, W. Moberly, At the Mountain of God: Story and Theology in 
Exodus 32-34 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1983), particularly for discussion of Yahweh’s 
presence as the bedrock of Israel’s corporate, religious identity. 
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Colin Gunton, The Promise of Trinitarian Theology, (2nd ed.; Edinburgh: T&T 
Clark, 1997), 68.  

At this, one might despair of rapprochement given the chasm of dispute created by 
centuries of wrangling over the relation between Son and Spirit, on which see R. Letham, 
The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology and Worship (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 
2004), 201-220. 

On so-called kenotic Christology, C. Stephen Evans, ed., Exploring Kenotic 
Christology: The Self-Emptying of God (Oxford: OUP, 2006). 

Gunton, The Promise of Trinitarian Theology, 68. 
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Thiselton, 1 Corinthians, 316, emphasis original. 
Intentionally or not, Paul echoes Old Testament depictions of Yahweh’s wrath  

for abuse of the temple, e.g., Ezekiel 8:16-19, Joel 3:5. 
Exodus 21:23-27, Leviticus 24:17-22, Deuteronomy 19:16-21. 
Brevard S. Childs, Exodus: A Commentary (London: SCM, 1974), 94. 
As implied by Dozeman’s suggestion that the leges talionis synthesize Israelite 

law, Exodus, 536. Cf., B. Jackson, “Revolution in Biblical Law: Some Reflections on the 
Role of Theory in Methodology,” JSS 50.1 (2005): 91, n. 21. 

Geoffrey Wainwright denies that the Trinitarian reference in 1 Peter 1:2 signals 
any relations within the godhead, The Trinity in the New Testament (London: SPCK, 
1962), 255. But, if each person participates in creating the diaspora believers, at a 
minimum, the persons co-operate. It is no great leap, then, to assert their mutual 
inherence and love. 
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IV. SACRAMENTALITY AND WORSHIP 

John Paul II refers to the human body’s sacramental quality multivalently, 
sometimes in relation to the body itself (e.g., TOB, 19:3-5) and sometimes in relation  
to the body given in marital intimacy (e.g., TOB, 103-104). 

M.G. Lawler provides a concise expression of this doctrine, Marriage and 
Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 
1993), 11-15. 

TOB, 87:5. 
TOB, 93:6. 
TOB, 98:8. 
Schmemann, For the Life of the World: Sacraments and Orthodoxy (Crestwood, 

NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1973), 120-21. 
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Schmemann, For the Life of the World, 15. 49 The church-as-bride features heavily in TOB, 87-103, as John Paul II explores 
the analogy between male-female relations and those of Christ and the church. But the 
emphasis falls on the constitutive love of Christ and the male, not the equally spousal 
love of the church and the female. 

TOB, 117a:6. 
Beale, Revelation, 946. 
TOB, 15:5, “the human person…cannot fully find himself except through the gift 

of self.”  
R. Kidd, With One Voice: Discovering Christ’s Song in Our Worship (Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 2005). Heb 2:12 puts Ps 22:22 in the mouth of Jesus: “I will tell of your 
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
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Thompson, Modern Trinitarian Perspectives (Oxford: OUP, 1994), 100. 
TOB, 32:6. 
TOB, 56:5. 
Dante, Paradiso xxxvi.v.145. 
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CONCLUSION 

H. U. von Balthasar, Presence and Thought: An Essay on the Religious 
Philosophy of Gregory of Nyssa (M. Sebanc; San Francisco: Ignatius, 1995), 168. 

West, Theology of the Body Explained, 93. 
Such was true of the first man and woman: “seeing and knowing each other in all 

the peace and tranquillity of the interior gaze, the ‘communicate’ in the fullness of 
humanity,” TOB, 13:1. 
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A BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL APPROACH  
TO PREMARITAL SEXUAL ETHICS: OR,  

WHAT SAINT PAUL WOULD SAY  
ABOUT “MAKING OUT” 

GERALD HIESTAND* 
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I.  A BRIEF LOOK AT THE NEW TESTAMENT’S SEXUAL ETHIC 
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πορνεία

πορνεία

10

πορνεία

πορνεία

ἀσέλγεια κοίτη
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πυροῦσθαι

χάρισμα 

γαμέω
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HIESTAND: PREMARITAL SEXUAL ETHICS  19 
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II. πορνεία THEN AND NOW: MOVING BETWEEN  
THE ANCIENT AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURES 
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A.  A CHRISTOCENTRIC READING OF SEX: SEXUAL UNION  
AS A TYPE OF CHRIST’S SPIRITUAL  

UNION WITH THE CHURCH 
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20
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21
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οἱ δύο εἰς σάρκα μίαν

22



HIESTAND: PREMARITAL SEXUAL ETHICS  25 
 

23

πορνεία
24
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B.  WILLIAM WEBB’S “MOVEMENT HERMENEUTIC:”  
MOVING FROM THE ANCIENT CULTURE  

TO THE BIBLE 

25

26
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27
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C.  INTRA-CANONICAL MOVEMENT: THE GRADUAL REDUCTION  
OF SEXUAL ACTIVITY FROM CREATION TO NEW CREATION 

28

1. EPOCH ONE: FROM CREATION TO TORAH. 

29
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2. Epoch Two: From Torah to the New Testament. 

3. Epoch Three: From the New Testament  
to the Eschaton. 

30
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31

32
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4. Epoch Four: The Eternal Age and Beyond 

33

34

INTRA-CANONICAL MOVEMENT REGARDING SEXUAL MORALITY 

Epoch One: 

Creation to 

Torah 

Epoch Two: 

Torah to NT 

Epoch Three:  

NT to Eschaton 

Epoch Four: 

The Eternal Age 

 

 

 

 

 

Only adultery 

explicitly  

condemned 

All extra-marital 

sexual activity 

forbidden, but 

polygamy and 

divorce still 

permissible 

 

 

Sexual activity  

limited to Life-long  

monogamy;  

 

celibacy becomes ideal 

End of All 

Sexual Activity 
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35

CONCLUSION 

36
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37
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MAN AND WOMAN HE CREATED THEM: SAME-SEX 
DESIRES, GENDER TROUBLE, AND GAY MARRIAGE  

IN THE LIGHT OF JOHN PAUL II’S  
THEOLOGY OF THE BODY  

MATTHEW MASON* 
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I. CREATION: THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF MARRIAGE 
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II. MARRIAGE: INTROVERTED COMPANIONSHIP  
OR EXTRAVERTED SERVICE? 

9

10

11

12
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III. SEXUAL DIMORPHISM: THE SHOCK OF THE BODY 
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IV. CONSUMMATION: THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

 



48 BULLETIN OF ECCLESIAL THEOLOGY 

43

 

 

 

 



MASON: MAN AND WOMAN HE CREATED THEM 49 

 

 



50 BULLETIN OF ECCLESIAL THEOLOGY 

 

 

 



MASON: MAN AND WOMAN HE CREATED THEM 51 

 



52 BULLETIN OF ECCLESIAL THEOLOGY 



BET 1.1 (2014) 53-60 

 

POWER, SEX AND THE SELF: NOTES  
ON EPHESIANS 5:21-33 

DAVID S. MORLAN* 

http://sydney.edu.au/news/84.html?%20newsstoryid=9176
http://sydney.edu.au/news/84.html?%20newsstoryid=9176
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MORLAN: POWER, SEX AND THE SELF 55 

I. POWER DYNAMICS 
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upotasso/menoi aÓllh/loi

fo/bw Cristouv

II. HEAD AND BODY 

ὀφείλουσιν
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III. NOURISHING AND CHERISHING  

ἐκτρέφει, 
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qa,lpei

CONCLUSION 
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ON POWER AND FRAGILITY: REFLECTIONS  
ON JOHN PAUL II’S THEOLOGY  

OF BODILY WOMANHOOD  

OWEN STRACHAN*  
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2

I. A THEOLOGY OF BODILY WOMANHOOD  
IN “THEOLOGY OF THE BODY” 



STRACHAN: ON POWER AND FRAGILITY 63 
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II. CULTURAL DISCUSSION OF THE UNIQUENESS  
OF THE WOMANLY BODY 

“The Uneven Playing Field,” New York Times magazine, May 
11, 2008. See also Sokolove, 

 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2008).
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http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/specialtopic/puberty-and-adolescence/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/test/testosterone/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/estrogen/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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http://www.cehd.umn.edu/tuckercenter/newsletter/2008-fall/feature.htm
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/tuckercenter/newsletter/2008-fall/feature.htm
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CONCLUSION: SEVEN REFLECTIONS 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
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BOOK REVIEWS 75 
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BOOK REVIEWS 77 
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BOOK REVIEWS 85 
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